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RESEARCHING A 
II ARMY VETERAN 



This presentation explains how to reconstruct the service history of individual WWII 
Army veterans whose official military personnel files were lost in the 1973 archives fire. 
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While the vast majority of the 
military service records which 
were consumed in the fire will 
never be recovered, there are 
alternate records which can be 
used to rebuild and document 
your veteran’s story.  
Let’s take a closer look at some of 
these records.  
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Crates of dried records  

The National Archives estimate that 80 percent of Army military service records were lost in 
the 1973 fire. Twenty percent of Army and Army Air Corps files survived at least partially intact.  

Paper Drying Pens  
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Service records with pages which survived the fire are classified as ‘safeguarded military 
service records’ and can actually be viewed in person at the National Archives. It is 

common to find singe marks as well as water damage on many of the surviving pages.  

SAFEGUARDED MILITARY 
SERVICE RECORDS 
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The IDPF was a separate personnel file created for Army and Army Air Forces veterans who died 
in the service during WWII.  The focus of these files is primarily on the death and burial of the 
individual veteran. 

INDIVIDUAL DECEASED 
PERSONNEL FILE (IDPF) 
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However, the Individual Deceased Personnel File can also provide valuable 
information about the service history of the veteran as well. 

INDIVIDUAL DECEASED 
PERSONNEL FILE (IDPF) 
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Many Individual Deceased 
Personnel Files include 
correspondence regarding 
repatriation of the veteran’s 
remains and transfer of their 
personal effects to the 
family. 

INDIVIDUAL DECEASED 
PERSONNEL FILE (IDPF) 
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This single page from a WWII Individual Deceased Personnel File shows us the veteran’s unit, 
how he was killed in action, his place of death, burial location, personal effects and more.  

INDIVIDUAL DECEASED 
PERSONNEL FILE (IDPF) 
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If your veteran’s service records were 
lost in the 1973 fire the National Archives 
may have created what is known as a 
‘reconstructed service file’.  
Most commonly these files consist of 
material which was sent to the archives 
after the fire as a way for the veteran or 
the veteran’s family to verify eligibility 
for certain benefits.  

RECONSTRUCTED -
SERVICE RECORDS 
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This particular veteran’s 
paperwork was faxed to the 
National Archives in 2002, at 
which point the archives 
created a ‘reconstructed 
service file’.  
This file stands in place of his 
original records which were 
lost in the fire. 

RECONSTRUCTED 
SERVICE RECORDS 
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If there are no pages in your 
veteran’s military service file which 
survived the fire, and no 
‘reconstructed file’, there may only 
be auxiliary records on your veteran. 
In most cases the auxiliary file is 
nothing more than a final pay 
voucher. 
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Although sparse in detail, these 
records do provide helpful clues.  
Notice that the final pay voucher 
can show us the date that the 
veteran arrived in the United States 
after serving overseas, the date of 
discharge, the place of discharge, 
his rank, serial number, home 
address and previous station.  

AUXILIARY 
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Hospital admission records are 
organized by serial number and they 
document the medical treatment of 
WWII veterans. The information 
contained on the medical extracts 
come directly from the original 
medical records of the veteran 
before those records were lost in 
the 1973 fire.   

ARMY MEDICAL 
RECORDS FROM WWII 
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From this particular medical extract 
we can see that the veteran was in 
the infantry and was wounded in 
action on May 12th, 1944 as the 
result of enemy artillery fire. His 
medical diagnosis indicates that he 
took artillery shrapnel to his 
back.   

ARMY MEDICAL 
RECORDS FROM WWII 
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The morning reports are company-level 
unit records which enable us to track 
individual soldiers day to day within the 
units to which they were assigned.  
These records document important 
details such as: combat participation, 
military duties, promotions, ranks, dates 
and locations where a veteran was 
wounded, injured or killed in action, and 
map coordinates where an Army veteran 
was stationed on a given date. 
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The military abbreviations which are 
used on the morning reports are 
essentially a form of military shorthand. 
The unit designation, date and 
geographical location are listed at the 
top of each page allowing us to 
determine the exact locations the 
veteran visited. 

MORNING REPORTS 
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Note the incredible amount of detail on 
just this one page:   
On April 4th, 1944 John R Patterson who is 
a Staff Sergeant with duty code 653  
(meaning that he was a non-
commissioned officer) was lightly injured 
in action, dislocating his shoulder.  
He was subsequently sent to the 91st 
Evacuation Hospital for treatment. 

MORNING REPORTS 
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Likewise, his fellow C Company 
companion Adam John Owczarsac with 
duty code 604 (meaning that he was a 
heavy machine-gunner) was SWA  
(or seriously wounded in action) due to 
artillery fire on the same date.  
He was also sent to the 91st Evacuation 
Hospital for treatment.  

MORNING REPORTS 
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Many WWII army veterans were awarded medals for heroic actions performed in battle. 
The army created a permanent copy of the citation for these medals which is known as a 
‘general order’. The general orders often provide a detailed explanation of the gallantry 
exhibited by the veteran while under fire.  

GENERAL ORDERS 
& MEDAL CITATIONS 
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Individual flight logs were 
maintained for WWII pilots, co-pilots 
and navigators.  
Flight logs do not exist for enlisted 
flight crew members. However, their 
missions can be reconstructed as 
well if their assigned pilot can be 
determined.  

1\IR FORCE PILOTS 
AND FLIGHT LOGS 
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Notice how this pilot’s flight logs 
show us the units to which  
he was assigned, dates and times 
that he was in the air, and the type of 
aircraft he flew.  
This information can be used to 
pinpoint the exact combat missions 
flown by individual crew members 
during WWII. 

1\IR FORCE PILOTS 
AND FLIGHT LOGS 
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Air Force award cards show us the medals to which individual Air Force or Army Air Forces 
veterans were entitled. While the award cards typically do not provide a detailed citation, 
they do provide us with the general order number which can be used to find the actual 
citations for the medals.  

ORCE AWARD CAR 

OLDIER' ~IED L DEC 

Gen•r•I Orden Ho. I 

OLC - G.O. fl,3 

0-666720, l 

RAPISA.RDI, 
~~~"'-'-.,._ GO 4/;35, H 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL 
~ ARNOLD, HENRY H. Lieutenant-General, U.S. Army 

G.O. # 51, War Department, October 2, 1942 
OLC - GO f 92, War Department, October 25, 1945 

2d OLC - GO :frl8, War Department, February 13, 1946 
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After action and mission reports are 
normally maintained at the squadron, 
battalion or regimental level.  

A~~t~SSION REPOR 
I 
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The after action reports provide a 
detailed account of the combat actions 
for the army unit to which a veteran was 
assigned. 
Here is an after action report from the 
101st Airborne Division,  501st Parachute 
Regiment during Operation Market 
Garden. 
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 “Every veteran has a unique story. The mission of Golden Arrow Research is to document your individual veteran’s 
wartime experiences, allowing you to better understand and also preserve the history of their military service. Our 

expert research team is on-site daily at multiple archival facilities.  We use our exclusive research process to 
trace your individual veteran, showing you where they were and what they did during the war.  

Let us help you to tell your veteran’s story.” 

I hope that you found this presentation helpful. 
If you think that others may be interested in 
learning more about researching a family 
member who served in the US Military,  please 
share this video on social media and let others 
know about the services we provide!  
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