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RESEARCHING A
WWI ARMY VETER AN

This presentation explains how to reconstruct the service history of individual WWI Army
veterans whose official military personnel files were lost in the 1975 archives fire.
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RESEARCHING A
WWI ARMY VETER AN

While the vast majority of the military service records which were consumed in the fire will never be
recovered, there are alternate records which can be used to rebuild and document your veteran's
story. Let's take a closer look at some of these records.
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SAFEGUAR DED MILITARY
SERVICE RECORDS

The National Archives estimate that 80 percent of Army military service records were lost in the
1973 fire. About twenty percent of Army files survived at least partially intact
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SAFEGUAR DED MILITARY
SERVICE RECORDS

Service records with pages which
survived the fire are classified as
safequarded military service

'KEADQUARTERS 328th INTAYTRY
AKERICAN E,F FRANCE,

rewith Service Records of the
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BURIAL CASE FILES

The Burial File was a separate personnel file created for veterans
who died in the service between 1315-1939.
The focus of these files is primarily on the death and burial of the individual veteran.

AL WHEATUN

COMPI[?TION OF DISPOSITION OF REﬁlNS DATA 4
pilo f26725 | trj B g

(a) Name . BMORE, Jfohn._ . Ser. No. ...567799. .
() Rank __ PVbae Organization .. C0sD, 11lth M.G.Bn.

(¢) Date of death ...n....9[3§[l§._.__.__ (d) Cause of death __.,.wyﬂ,_.“.,..,___.__,__
II. ReaisTraTroN Carp,—(Check Reg., Card Inf, against Loe., Ind., Inf.):
WA

I. TooarioN INDEX CaRD: e e e e,

_|CL.| I P 3 Oy

PT ﬂ.mmgﬁ)mm 258P 1

ITHG TELEGRAM GRATEFULLY' RECRIVED SEND BODY PRITATE

e E——
CO.P, 11 K.G.Bn SHORE, John ,Prt. 567799 DRE JAEER FIVE \ﬁ BI SEVEN SEVEM HINE NDIE 70,
4 DIVIBION lome ; 3

¥as hit b_v shrapnel and diau & few minutes ia'ecr from wou
the Beis de feptoarges at 11 A.M. Sept. 26, 191 g
His lest worde woa & prayer.

Informant ! Murphy Harry T., Cpl. 562610
Coc D, 11!'.1 HoGeBn,
Home % 439 ':l Vine 2t.
Springlield, I11.

Signed : by Informant .
Fabe 28, 1919
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BURIAL CASE FILES

Many Burial Case Files include correspondence regarding the repatriation of the veteran's
remains and transfer of their personal effects to the family.
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293.8 Cem. #7689 (Moon, Jumes, Pri
Brom: The Quartermsster Genaral, U. S.
To: ¥rs. Suale M. Moon, Alverne, Virgin!
Subjest: Return of body to tha United Btates.
1. Replying to your latter of Septembe
there 1z & Tequest on file in this office that Tha
Jates lbon, be returnsed to you at North Garden, Vi

Temains provided thera is mo rahuve whosn Legal
has priority ovar yours.

2, This office is unabla to atate defini

vigorously as conditiona mnd accurate snd revere|
w11 pormit.

3. In order that sufficlent time may be
arrangements ss may be dosired, the lsgal next of

telogram upon tho shipment of the remains from a 1

arrival of tha boly at Fokokm, Now Jarsay,

4. Tou ard further advised that all exps
Femaina %o the Rallroad Station or howme town deai,
will s borns By the ¥ar Depactment.
burial of ths body will be reimbdurssd up to the
of Ty Bisk Inswrance, Wahington, De Ory
statement of expenses or receipted bills,
ordinarily inclient to the handling of the bady
88 the funoral oxpenses asd actual burial; mot to
above.

5. ‘Wuea n'b_gm\‘fw!wmld to this cowntry f¢

fweral artmgvimyetdle made by tha Telatives of
that you g ,u\n gh th the American
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saldicr, age desizo tho following dispoition of s peruis, viz:
{Hieide ot ull ezonpt the anostawin the digasdtion duiced.)

L. Asstntod om fizst poge of this shest,

2 Tab .-t:.h(l_w}h@:‘.s'.\}a(ul ot

B, B, tin ]

4. Lo remain in Earope, fur burial in o permancnt Amerio

Siznature_

INSTRUCTIONS FOR

L. If definite instruetions for the disposition of a bedy arg
weeka of ita arrival at New York, burial will be mada withoud
Arlington Nationsl Cemelery. 1

2. The transfer of bodies will be made EXTIRELY ot Gor

3. This paper MUST BE SIGNED BY THE PERSON WH
ahawn in the square on the etber side of this sheot. :

. This paper must ba returned showing e nome and adfl
s]mw provided therefor ca tho othor sido uf this sheet,

&, If thera nre minor children of the deceased soldier
GUARDIAN of the children should ascertain their wishes and o

6. I TOU e not the nearcat next of kin, pleass ask the o
cut this paper.

7. 1f YOU are not the nearest Jiving next of kin and da 1
are, pleusa Bl ot this paper AT ONCE and wmail torthis offi

E. You are.requested 1o return this paper AT ONCE in

8. Use tho inclased envelape—pay 2o pastuge,

Hork—INSTRUCTINNS FOR THE PISPOSITION OF REMAINS w
mtsarty of the Lo -
Ehiaulid thern b nn widow or chikinm, the father axd, in'turn {upan &b
Leothers, i ander of scnlorty, and thea the srters b anfar of sninit
dochly.  Tedar an & rusedarad by th Tudgs "
and the next of kin s given sbovn will make decisice,

®

Jy bl

September 12, 1921.

293,8-0om, Filo {76639 (loon Jams, Pvts)

fhe Quartarasster Gomeral, U, 5. Aray . (Cemeterisl Divicten)

Rra. Susie d, Moon, Box fl4, alberene, Va,

Raturn of Body.

1

In reply to your letter of Augwat 30, 1921, you ure

advised that our branch offiecs at Hoboken, Liow Jo;

Taoy, hna
boon advised of your confirmtion of shipping instrustions
that the body of the late Private James Moon, china Gun

S9th Infantry, be shipped to Undortaizer, Irving Way

Company,
111 09,4 Obarlottocvillo, Va. You will recelve further
Anformation with roferenge $0 tho fluml shipment of those

romalns from our branch office at Hoboken, Hew Jersey,

By suthorlty of tha Guartermaster Gemsraly

CHARIEY Jo WYNHE,
JF Captaln, Q. M. €,

COPY FOR HOLCK

1%




BURIAL CASE FILES

Some files also include | * * s L. e

ADDRESS oo Aol o
¥ PILGRIMAG =
DATE

travel documents and e

PILGRIMAGE, WAR MOTHERS  AND *W1DOWS

_onpn - T4
REQUZST et LAt | BEG To INFORM YOU THAT | HAVE RETURNED

photagraphs of widows eemerfle LT ST

Hame of Travelsr
S1NCERELY,

ROGHOLY, ROETRTS 0O Linison at Station

{Sicnep) £ L

or mothers who attended e B e L

Arrived Cherbourg 11.30pm, .

New York, to

the federally sponsored
. .
May 31st. Morning devoted to {ransaction of personal business.
I rlmu es 0 e Visited Arec de Triomphs in efterndon.  Wreath laid on tomb of
Unknown Soldier by Mre. Eliza Wilson for party. Reoceptiom et

0SFOLT, ©0.
EETiNALLO ey 50th. Debarked. MNajs. Dailey, Capt. Kinderman, Lt. Freemen,
9 nurses and other personnsl went cut to ship on tender.. Met at
- dock by Col. Ellis. Arrived Gare des Invalides, Faris, at 2,05pm.
- Mat by Col. Bartlett and deteil of officers, interpreters end
nurses. Taken to hotel in bus.

Resteurent Leurent. Heturned to hotel.

’ r{oad Nule%g L Juns 1st. Departed 7.50 sm for Verdun.
S L ULaw] B 5/ June 2, 3, & - Daily trips from Verdun to Meuse-Argonne Cemstery.
. Ery ] Py,
L 500 3 June 5th. Visited Cemetery; Guippes end Reims.
4 1S /
L a 105 & June 6th. Visited Reims Cathedral, Chateeu Thierry. Returned to
® AT al rmount W 106 (3 Paris.
@ IV Felrmonnt w TS 3 June Tths Visited Bapsre-Cosur in morning end Mapoleon's Tomb in
y 5 (3 efterncon.
- June Btha. Church. Free in'merning - Notre Dame st nite.
e o June 9th. Morning free. Afternoon: Versailles - Hefreshments at
BGULEW ' 5 —— Belle Cycliste.
pogueltyiRinerte +rafeec June 10th. Left hotel between § ond 9.30am for Invelides Railway

Station in Paris-entrained for Cherbourg. Accompanied by & conduct-
ing officers, Capt. Kindermen, 8 purses, 2 civilien employess.
1t § Arrived Cherbourg 4.1l pm, Eoarded FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT at 5.05pm
Sailed et € pm. Arrived U. 8. June 18th.

Party 2 Group T Unit
Date of arrival Msy 30 1930

Mother

NELSON, George

Wrs. Jemes Nelson

Rank Prt Organization Co0.C, I28th Inf,

Leuse Argonne
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Burial case files often
contain eyewitness

exactly how a veteran
was killed in action.

BURIAL CASE FILES

COuD, 11 H.(.Bn SHURE, John ,Prt.
‘i DIVINIOoN HGI;IQIU SAET 2SN

¥es hit by shrapnel and died a few minutes later from wounds in
the Beip de feptnarges at 11 A.M. Sept. 26, 1918,
Hiz last worde was & prayer.

accounts describing

Informant { Murphy iHarry T., Opl. 562610
Co D, i

Co F, 306th Infantry RYGG Mike Pyt, 3I35506
77th Division Home g Malla , Mont,

T At IX A.M, on the I5th of Ostober , Pvi. Rygg was killed being hit
in the head by & machine gun bullet . This occursd about 500 Eagt |
of 8t» Juvin . I do not lmow where he is buried . I was g beside
him when he was hit end instanily Irilled . 7 1

_ Pyt, Rygg was No 2 man in an Automatlc rifle beam and wag Iinatantly
1116d ap the Company was going into action . He was killed while on
open ground as there was no ghelter . The Platecon was getting fdto
position when fired upon by ithe Germmn Machine Gun which wag soon put
out of action ., %

Co. 86th Aoro Sgdn. LOUD, Hareld E., 2nd Lt.
7th Army Corps Homa: Oscoda, Migh.

non an Infantry Lialson lission at 12325 p. m., Sept. 28, 191E,
xilometar north of Nantillois, attacked by n patrol of four Bogh
maohines at 500 maters. ULisut. Loud (Pilot) and Capt. Charles
Trickey, (Observer). Plana camae down in flames, under control,
prickey esgaped by climbing out on wing and dropping off just be;
resching the pground. Lieut. Lond died from effects of burns."

Informant g Peteraon Frederick W, Bgt. ITORIGY
Co ¥. 306th Infantry
Home 3 8I4 Vulean St. Iron Mountain , Mich,
Mavch Srd IPID

The & bove is mn extract from the officizl report of Capt. T -

Searcher : Robert. Patterson , Capt.

mersanc-y Addregs = gﬂﬁth Infan

Als M. Rygs »

Heamndal Norfjord ; Bergen ,
Nopway . "

Informnt: Page, Hishard C. M., s
Homes 7t. Meyers, Fla, (88th

Hext of kin:
Z. P, Loud (Father) 8igmed: R. C. M. Page, 18t Lt, A.8,
Oscodn, Mloh. Aggts Adjutant.

%y
Jass)
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RECONSTRUCTED
SERVICE RECOR DS

If your veteran's service records were lost in the 1373 fire the National Archives may have
created what is known as a reconstructed service file.
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RECONSTRUCTED
SERVICE RECOR DS

your veteran's service records were lost in the 1973 fire the National Archives may have
created what is known as a reconstructed service file.
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AUXILIARY
SERVICE RECORDS

It there are no pages in your
veteran's military service file
which survived the fire, and no
reconstructed file, there may
only be auxiliary records on your
Veteran.

In almost every case the WW|
veteran's final pay voucher is the
only auxiliary record available.
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CASUALTY REPORIS
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N Yo : B a X ahs
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5 | by smeny shell fipa, L...uxL:.o
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CASUALTY REPORIS

The reports of casualties are
almost always typewritten
making them easier to read
than some of the other
handwritten unit records
from the WWI period.
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MORNING REPORIS

The morning reports are company-level unit records which enable us to track individual
soldiers day to day within the units to which they were assigned.
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MORNING REPORIS

These records document important details such as: combat participation, military duties, promotions,
ranks, as well as dates and locations where a veteran was wounded, injured or killed in action.
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MORNING REPORIS

The WWI morning reports were handwritten, making them a challenge to decipher from the
microfilm format in which they are maintained.
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WWI MUSTER. ROLLS

The WWI muster rolls provide a monthly list of the individuals who were present within army
units during the war.

at . A.E.F. Pguce

Correct as of the st day of ., Puly
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WWI MUSTER RQLLS
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WWI AWARD CARDS

Many WWI army veterans were awarded medals for heroic actions performed in battle.
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WWI AWARD CARDS

The WWl award cards record the medals to which the individual veteran was entitled. Most
commonly these are for the award of the Purple Heart which was authorized in 1932 along with
the Silver Star medal.

ks
Osmbino, Guiseppe WIi i Yo.
66112, Pet, Go. L, 102nd Inf,

i<
‘Awarded Purple Heart 8-19-32., WA 6-5-M,

» 133 e U S00]
Commander =1n-Chisf.
Cartiflcatas sent hig fathor BB

et 1077-12th ive. Hilwanicas B

Fla. Viroant Polek. ine Ha
il ML Folsk,inr.B4,
o e EHB
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WWI AWARD CARDS

Some WWI award cards provide a detailed explanation of the gallantry exhibited by the veteran
while under fire.

HG,EDUARD He, Prte, Co. F, Tth Encincerse

=

Hdgrs. 5th Div, A,P.0, 7745,A .E.F., France 11/30/18
Géneral Orders Nos 77, show: sk koo

The Tollowing eesess cilted in orders for distinguish
ed conduct in action:

q 1 by 1- T
Sptel-cl Frank J.Rogers Pvt. Thomas J. Fal :
Corpls Parry A, Fj.clt?cn "vt: S C' i B-?/ bravory during the construction of the pontoon foot
Cori)l. Josse 1« Bond ;\ t. Van 0]oaf Gu;:c" bridpes ever the Mcuse River and Cam..fl near Driuullcs,
Corpl. Eaward A, Pazlett : :f’:‘ ? Ciy.le C.o"‘c pri on the night of November 3d and 4th, 1918, In the face
- . PLEN & e (# 0

& Al . of heavy end direct machine pun and artillery ¥
Corpl, Claude Bollior Pvt, Egmard He Eboling AL AL e ey Cro‘_“: iy e et
Corpl. Lloyd Yinter Pyt, Thomas F. Helvin s =65 Daenigszoas an oponitiicldin

constructed two bridpes. By reason of their coolnecs,

Priel-cl Ernesp Gs Wright Pvt. Glenn B, KoXiall : - - .
- o Wrigl o (1 « Lo determination and utter disregard of personal eafety

P -cl 7. L- P Tarrs -
riel Eqwerd E 1“. B‘ andt Pvte Harry Peterson the infantry was ensbled to eross the river and conel and
A1l of Company F, Tth Znginecrs, di"“”b’?alr 0-&&%&9"1&1 captire tho important heights east of the Meuse.

SILVER STAR O AWV By ccomand of Major General Ely:
C.A.TROTIT, Chief of Staff.
Orficial:
David.Fe Tlood, Liout. Col.
Infentry, Division Adjute nt

OX RILVER STAR CITATIONS
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THE XC PENSION CLAIM FILE

Veteran's Bureau pension claimfiles were  § = oo
created when a veteran or family member i
of a veteran applied for benefits from the
government. T
In many instances, crucial documents from i
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the veteran's service record [the f -

5 ]
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honorable discharge for example) would e s

| UNITED STATES ',/V deasen 7/ I_M_PM
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@’%W‘WJ.SIAM/E;(IGMIﬁ %
- Qf—’réo’_BdmLyw, Bkt . . VO ptatond

the pension claim file as a way to verify .
o T . A5y f laachi, one Hosend wie - T
the veteran's eligibility for benefits. ‘
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THE XC PENSION CLAIM FILE

The KC Pension Claim Files often contain a treasure trove of documents pertaining to medical
treatment, civilian occupations and disability payments.

Itis also common to find correspondence both official and handwritten within the pension files.
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THE XC PENSION CLAIM FILE

- ___
= ]

ThispogefromanXC Pension fileactuly | T EERMERw.

- Serial z{n.fees.u o

contains a statement from the individual | pEmiemmnRwOwuetiEm
until date of ﬁischari:l % ril 28, 1019 that le on duty with .

" “my organizetion at Ra ailf;i.nul on Sept. 26, 1918 I revelved
¢

e machine bullet in my enkle end was confined to varlous
V erun escrl Ing Ow e wus woun e army hospital for thres months, thet I was slightly gessed
several times during my term of service but did not report at. ¢
. the hespitel, that I suffered often from exposurs, that since
] o . : my dscherge my health has been-poor, I haye baen losing
|n GCIIOH dunn the ﬁreut w[lr weight, sough at night and have épit blood seversl times during the
. g last twf’%t I f£iled e cladm for compensation and medical
treatment with the local éxeniner in Ogtober 1920 but have pever '
L hresedved aoknowledgemont of seng.that I 'en in immedlete i
oy & need of medical treatment, that I-feel sure my disabllity
_.was incurred in the U.S.irmy end po make clain for medicel
‘treatment; and compensation from the Govermment, - :

E b Seatn S G
B it . L
. Sworn snd subsoribed to this 8 day of _OelZ, 1921 \

TeleLs |} _'" Lal B i = ol erah o e . - S
on Mar 7 1917, that I went overseas in ¢ "A" 108rd Inf.
until date of dischariﬁ April 28, 1019 that while on duty with
ny urEanisniiﬂn at Raiville,France on Sepi. 28, 1918 I received
e maghing pun bullet in my fest enkle end was confined to various

N 4
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WWI AFTER ACTIO
N REPORIS
AND UNIT HISTORIES

Mter action reports and unit
histories are normally

° Report on patilog-esees=2
310 Vesle Sestors August 11 to Sugust 18,1918,

Ay Defanee of meator {roluding Qutpest Zone poeition on river
1tion on FED LISE norih of

O .
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od, & total of 452, These 214 zen
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| Eh 2 They have just begun to h:::ﬂs
. T

regimental level,
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provide a detailed account of Mmml
i grmm s it Rttt st whaigitlle
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He | Wk 0
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P oup 24 hre, wers 234; since 1hitp:;u:h;:‘dkt:
sther

Thoso 214 men
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wd during

the beombordment luet night
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It 1
8 believed that there mre very hfnﬂ' a8
GED .
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WWI AFTER ACTION REPORTS

AND UNIT HISTORIES

Unit histories can provide
more detail on the activity of
support units which were not

: fi -1 paﬂa& with "C" Go Mess - The
water arrivei during night - can make .

Quiat night = no disturbanc s
sector He rd Auto erl to

U.S. ARMY FIELD MESSIGE

in combat. These records can NS ——
help us to gain a better ﬁb"ﬁi‘hnﬁ“ﬁf ot vl
pustog
i A of 8hot thra »ight side of sbdomsn and
understanding of the wartime e Lot erm. 1 ﬂwmﬂu mf.,,

activities of individual WWI
army veterans.

lildes "ragun laft hazna at trat = lpts of nm.sa -
think this csaused shelling. Worked on

Stratohsr snd carried Germsn to F.l.
Gave n mLuﬂingfm Bga 20,

72 .'Bm rlagn Res. Further rupn.r:t by C.0.,
Ha P ; m;r shelled Baupsume et

058 = no damage. Rast

at,

Etaﬂd B;r" - Opl Harty to hosp
lest night - raquast Pvi Nosbaln now
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hope that you found this presentation helpful.
f you think that others may be interested in
earning more about researching a family
member who served in the US Military, please

GOLDEN ARROW share this video on social media and let others

RESEARCH know about the services we provide!

* “fvery veteran has a unique story. The mission of Golden Arrow Research is to document your individual veteran's
wartime experiences, allowing you to better understand and also preserve the history of their military service. Our
expert research team is on-site daily at multiple archival facilities. We use our exclusive research process to
trace your individual veteran, showing you where they were and what they did during the war.
Let us help you to tell your veteran's story.
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