
THE ARMY O.M.P.F. 
in Starting Research 

Military Service Records 
Using the 

personnel File 
Official Military 



THE ARMY O.M.P.F. 

WWW.GoldenArrowResearch.com 

This presentation provides an overview of the archival 
military service records of 20th Century Army veterans, 
also known as the official military personnel files or 
O.M.P.F.’s, which are maintained at the U.S. National 
Archives. a1n 
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The military service records maintained within the Army 
O.M.P.F. are essentially a collection of administrative 
papers which document the service history of the 
individual Army veteran.  
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For example, when an Army veteran enlisted, was promoted 
or died in the service, the paperwork pertaining to those 
events would have been filed away inside of the Army 
veteran’s O.M.P.F. 
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Today, these records can be viewed in person at the 
National Archives. Access to these military service 
records allow us to understand where an Army veteran was 
and what they were doing during the war. 



THE ARMY O.M.P.F. 

WWW.GoldenArrowResearch.com 

It is important to note that roughly eighty percent of all 
Army and Air Force official military personnel files 
stored at the National Personnel Records Center were 
destroyed in a fire in 1973. 
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The remaining twenty percent survived; however many of the 
surviving personnel files typically contain only fragments 
of the original personnel files. 
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For this reason, it is often necessary to reconstruct the 
service history of individual 20th Century Army and Air 
Force veterans using other sources. 
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Despite the devastating 1973 fire there are still millions 
of pages of military service records of individual Army 
veterans at the National Archives which were rescued and 
painstakingly assembled in the years after the fire. 
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This rescue process is ongoing and material thought to be 
lost is identified daily. You may indeed find that your 
Army veteran’s military service records are among those 
which survived at least partially intact. 
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When service records of military personnel become 
accessioned by the National Archives and are opened to the 
public they are considered to be ‘archival’ records. 
Currently, this process occurs 62 years after the final 
date the veteran separated from the service. 

ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
ARCHIVAL VS. NON-ARCHIVAL 
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
ARCHIVAL VS. NON-ARCHIVAL 

Non-Archival O.M.P.F.’s have not yet reached the 62 year 
mark and are still held by the National Personnel Records 
Center. 
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For the purposes of this presentation we are going to 
focus on the historical military service records within 
the O.M.P.F.’s of Army veterans. These records are 
maintained at the National Archives and they are 
considered to be archival, or public domain records. 

ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
ARCHIVAL VS. NON-ARCHIVAL 
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The Army O.M.P.F. can provide an excellent resource for 
both genealogists and those who are interested in 
documenting the military service of individual 20th 
Century Army veterans.  

ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
ARCHIVAL VS. NON-ARCHIVAL 
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Let’s take a closer look at what records you can expect to 
find inside of the Army O.M.P.F. if your Army veteran’s 
military service records are among those with portions 
which survived the fire.  

ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
ARCHIVAL VS. NON-ARCHIVAL 

_ 12,029 ,495 

cal~.!----·u;;;__-;--·--·!..~l .. t~'!,;;;rwN;:r· 

fnnln: Cn 

Cr■i!a.a t• .. • Ccl:>1 or :ace •• .1llil'tE---··-··- '•,-•···-····-··-· 
S,.1k1 •J!n1I 

St 
f,M, ___ l_~ 

fotc&u ••••... 

, . .. ~ii.&tdl.il1 

N11111•aniil1.W.-
______ MOth 

(Cl1J.1.a 
P.-■-at•\iit "91' 

Met he 
tltellaUolil.bQ>; ilr 

t ...! f.1.. 

ct; SERVICE RECORD 
c;o .... rin; rcriod 

F,om J.'!L;lu., ;s__ , ,!ii~R ____ 7) 
87 A.GO 

MAR 2U 1942 

~OelTecl 

~.~~.~-
\)1..,..i,_ '!,(I ~11~111 . 

~,....... ... ~ '\ t ~ ..u...y--~ 
~.eu..u.,.;,.m..~t..t~..\....+i.~llr... 

n .. tu&, , mr. ,'tttu1_..l:leo.t.or_.J.un._..26._.f..o .. Aug..Btfi::6 
b'lirey Off.Aug 1/18 !larbao e oeo A g 17 
Sep ·20?1a· st-MiHiol Off. -Sep 12 ·to 15/18 
Meuee.:Argonne Off. Sep 26 to Oot "3Jiis·.----

Wound • or otJ,u l!,Jurlts 

C 

e lnll 
RS 

Co 

ward 

actlt 

awa 
]. 7,,1, 1.~ ■ 10 ,::i 

ll TN-5 bllo operawr766 



WWW.GoldenArrowResearch.com 

Military service records documenting the Army veteran’s 
entry into the service were placed inside of the Army 
O.M.P.F. These records provide a wealth of information on 
the individual Army veteran at the time of enlistment 
including: 
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
Enlistment Documents 
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
Enlistment Documents 
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c-dio-YIIKulu .,..tem ______ Hor.nal ___________________ _ 

Lu,.. • •••••• ••••• Jlonnal ..... .....•...................... 
Ncr-.ou• .,..tcm -·---·····--- Normal----------·-------·---
J CKRTfJl'V th■t t he cnU~ a:u,n DAmed ■h<lYI! hM thill d1Ut bn::ll 

t.'1." p-~.!i~""'~~~ :°'~:~ !!:Ja:~i:.-t; 
...,,_,,.•WEN ~d>,~IJ'.fil'Jll·Ci! c::.ai,= ............ =~ RariuQ: ___ lloru.._ _ _________ _ 
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
SERVICE RECORD BOOK 

The Army service record book is the heart of the Army 
O.M.P.F. It condenses many important details on the 
military service of the individual Army veteran into a 
neatly compiled booklet.  

::::r;~-::~',I t ; 
f_:.Y- ~ ' , 

~!<.tL -

l~L--­
,4el~r ~t. ------ ~U1"1lll ad1--

~h•~ 

+- l--_=- - --_---=t:-.==_ _ - - --· -

1...Ui..l.,R.ED 

(PLACE X IN BOX INDICATING COMPONENT) 'cJ Regular Army. D National Guard of the 
United States. 

D For Rcgufar Army units. 
O For National Guard units. 
O Selective Service and Training. 

D Regular Army Reserve-Active duty. 
D Enl~ted R<IUVe Ccrpt-Active duty. 

SERVICE RECORD 
coverinr period 

APR! 194z 

A. fl . 0.t'OrmSo. '! t ( )l•r,-h 1, l" ll 

____ , t o ····-·-······· ·• J9 l l!E Ull'IC[ lEl:CRD ll'!U liar IE FOUl[!) Cl cu.um. 

1c1 11m11r:na111 ,n ,.. JCS.a i.'Q n, D-::IU. 
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
SERVICE RECORD BOOK 

The Army service record book was preformatted with 
sections containing elements of the individual Army 
veteran’s military service including enlistment, ranks, 
basic training, units of assignment, qualifications, 
performance, medals, battles and campaigns among other 
events in the Army veteran’s military career. 

.--..... 11~k=.,;;;,==-=~='-=;;-;, 
11---~:.:;•..5~~.._, • . 
--•~"'--=-=-' .. "Jj~ffH:1'1r--+ett Nt _ _,_., _______ ...... ~ 

-~.II'--.;-~, 
·--~~E-oM:at-1 ...,.1~-;­p_,. .. _. .. , _ _.__,_~_(II 

ct7UENT U:LiillKHI. 
(Boo~b--~"U,.,, :W,Allll 

....... -21-----2.-­
,,.._.,.i.. ....... ,c~=-------
1-.. ~~+f 

--ru•- -------. 
a.,ou.,~k----

~-----;,±·:_--.. ,-
~~~=;.:..~:--=.. 
~__::.:~ ___ 9 _________ -·-···-··-·· 

' £Wl>onlWOfd.l""'tpplko.la. 
TN01.11.!rrteqlllndf.or 1DU1.....nitll;road,8oi.ln 

-o....w... ...... o1 _ .u ______ _______ _ 

n:.::::~ -a... ,.n.o-.-...- ... 
n,;,..- ............. . a. .. 11-.i..., .. c-.. 

• o... ....... ,, .... .,n..._..».~.J.x...;:...:a.­
_!U.•~------• 
n:,, .. i...1t::.,a. .... ..._,..... ...... .. 
,q ......... ,~------• 

o::.. ... ~~-•,.._,.,., .,. 
cw.r ........ , ..... """"'" ..... -a,·.:.;,.;;··-- t 

~-~-~ .... "':..t.,._.,, .. -:i 
_,..._..'"""-lik.llo. -·;;.·.;:.:;r-1 

a-llW .. ___ ...., - ----
c-,..;.5-____ l&,Nr .. , .. 

_......._, ..... __ ...., ___ oi:::.:r·-·-

~ L~~ ~ J-••- -

--~--c7-,:-,,-· -- ...,J_~~-~~-f. 

-----:1-'-"-- - t--, _ .-n -~ 
•; ·- ··-- - ---• -· - --
--\..1:---~-- .- ··-- J . -C...:.1 --'--~--
.} 1l. JJ_i Ohl !!..!:..\it. •--;; 

_ .. _t.: ___ ~J.! .... - ' - f_ 

?.:-"-.--· __ ■f-----­
------------,-a ■l-------t------­
~~~.ll-'~-■1--------j-----
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
SERVICE RECORD BOOK 

The Army O.M.P.F. service record book went everywhere that 
the veteran went and was updated throughout their time in 
the Army. 
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
SERVICE RECORD BOOK 

One of the most important features of the Army service 
book is the chronology of military occupational 
specialties, or MOS, which were awarded to the Army 
veteran throughout their career. The MOS is essentially a 
code for a specific military job and thus tells us exactly 
what the veteran was doing while in the service.  

tNIJIJc~Ninn...d r;,S:..rr:'tl• or ,~■a:~ 

,Afila Sl'ilCIIALTlr J 

tr ".!..Mr:~_..,;;_~--------l 
M.L,f.,_,_r,. .T.:. .. J..r.&.. _-I --

".E,; .. E<.e,illBm~ VClaVi:,-:; ,, I;, Ci= 

SPEC!.\!. »llTY ----

1 M. 
20 Cpl. 
19, Sgt .. 

~ace Tng. F 
atud.ut 
Airplo.ne Aramre.r­
l'JQrm r 
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
Promotion Documents 

Military service records detailing an advancement in rank 
were filed in the Army O.M.P.F. when a veteran was 
promoted. These records are important for tracking the 
advancement of the individual Army veteran during their 
military service.  

•r-, 

r~-6. 

~~~~ 

17 .&prll 1943, ON (1) Oft io.r H•icn•4 n4 Jolud fna 16th Ordmnc• 
Bat~lion per per. 1, s.o. u, Hq. 16\b Ordna..cc• 811., 
4-h4 16 .&prll 1943. 

' u:a,- 1' . · mm SRODD, Commanding Officer, ap 
, s.o. 129,. mm, doted 9 May 19,,s 

1. U begUlalllC, cf per1o4; OH bl.mO:rtd •Dd. two (102) 11:11.Ut♦d IE.U. 

Fin (6 ) Otticn• 
Z, l:et h1c.rNH dlll'h& Xontl:11 of .&prll 1943: 

't!lJ.rtJ fo~ (~) enlhhcl UD 
fll.N♦ (3) Off10eH 

:,, K•t Uoru■- dulr.a; Mo11tb of .&prtl 1943; .. ~ 
• • U •Del of period l&nll lk:51, 

~ l:lwldncl tbtrt7 •1:1: UM) enliued. aen 
tip!,\ (81 ottiu::-• 

:, 1£.,y 19431 Om (1) u.U,ud ND &Htped •D4 J01A94 troa 16\h Or4, BD• 
per par, -t., S,0 , 28, B4, 16th Ord, Iii, d.Ued. l M&T 1943. 

S Ma,- 194,:,; 'l'wO 11) n.l.hhd UD t?"aUf•rred to Co. B, 16th Ord 8D pt,r 
per, :,, S , 0, 28, JIil. 16th Ord BD., tlehd 1 llaJ' 19'3, 

8 1Ca7 194.31 On• Ill anlitt♦d ,i&11 t.ru..tftrrecl t.o Ordna.nce O, C,So .&blord•o 
11:11 . i,ar p-.r, 19, s . o . u::,, mm, du.it :, 1&.7 1943, 

9 .. , lk:51 OD♦ (1) •Dlithd MD Hlll&Jl,•4 •114 Joll.ed. haa Sobof bl4 
BapJ.acenu\ O.pot. 1 s ,o. (tJbklloc) , 

On• (1) enlbt:♦ d au tr-ufnN4 i.o Ord, S.o, D..l , D, ptrr 
i,ar. 21', s,o. 126, mm, dai.M 6 11a7 1943, 

10 lla7 19431 0~ (l) Hliahd -• traa.ternd to Ordnll.D.ce O,C,S, Ablorda611 
Kcl , per ~• 19, 3 , 0, 123, mm , dated :, )l.e.7 1943, 

ll lllle7 19431 la\ Lt, CEARI&S IR>Dl:8 1 C:0..11dbg Oftlcer, a ps,o1nl.ed Capt., 
per pu. H, s ,o. U9 , mm, d.at♦ d 9 1ta1 1943 

21 X•J 1943: Or.e 11) uliatecl ND t-farrad to 18th 7lghter S4\Ml.cll'OD 1 
i,ar s,ar. :,o, s.o. 138, mm , 4-ud 1B )ta, 1943, 

26 M•J 19'3l 01» (1) nlia\td UD • ■-lgned •114 jo i ned ~ 16th Ord , BD., 
per PU'• l , s.o. ~, Bq. 16th ON , BD. dated 24. Kay lh3, 
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
Medals, Citations,  

Army veterans were awarded medals for conspicuous 
gallantry in combat as well as for meritorious service and 
good conduct. 

And Commendations 

N-• o1 doOorul!on 

Leonar dt Frcd ____ 76871, Py't 
----, ....... ___________ '"' ___ ._ ______________ _ 

f,- cSu.rt'l4m-tl (Ch,.1t111in n*''lla L 

~ J a .pPh ' fol" Vlctory Medal w'lth 6,Pl>"a~I 
::i a<,:rvice ln th" United Stll.t.ea A.rrny_i Th• W 
g:: Major op•r.ii,Uon • pa.rll clpaiUJ fn (hut r u ctlon Zh ~ 

: -•••-• CA~lllllAI 1/_ ___ j SOMME OF>1l1'151\"t "° 
"' SOMM£ DEF£ ' IV£ OISE-AISN£ ~ 
/!:i LYS ------- Yl'RES-LYS ~ 
f- ..... ,.__. ~ 
~ A1SNE 'j .-... ~.... ST. M IHIEL < 

~ ----· MON'fOTnTr;,. ~•Jttr::-1 _:-_\__ lilEUS&.AkCONNE I; 
__ _. .... 1 ,. 1 • !I,_ •r n-r •r 

(St.aLion of forwd.J'• 11>1' loPPIII• olh-r-1 

Sl11"n.dur~ --~·-----,--- • ...,. ____ ,. 
To tho Dtpot Offi(;er, C . $. Ot!pol , Phil••• P a . (Iruh, I) 

Ai:,p:rovc:d for Vic;l.0ry Med~I. 
W~th · 9'-.Uo clJ;Ul.p■ I• 

Ronk. 

lNDIVlDUAL RE.CORD OF DECORATIONS 
AND CITATIONS 

TO C I I.ED WITH PERSONAL M l ~ITARY R ECOFlO, 

CLF 8-2 

ollowing ia s n,ncimeat 1h11,.,in g det:omlii,o" 

the ~,ic of th,:; itw;•e nilla,ed. wietln.-, 

pertainu,g Lltc,l'<itO, compilo:J 

in Thi: Adjq!-,nt C:.i:P«llr" 

t.rr1>lo He :u-t 2-8-53 

t of nsvi "lg boun t10undod 
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
Medals, Citations,  

The Army created permanent citations for these awards and 
placed the original paperwork within the Army O.M.P.F. 
Medal citations often describe in detail what an Army 
veteran did to distinguish themselves on the battlefield. 

And Commendations 

GE!WAL CRDERS, 
No , 77. 

HEt> . S F IFTH DIV ISI 
A. P , Am.E . F., Fr;. 

r 30th, 1918 . 

"' 
Scr ~eant Jerry R. H:o~•c, Cor:rpu,,.,y C, ·7th Enirinecrs. 

1. '!:'he fol lowi ng o fficers .in t~e a':ft~rno_on o·t Nover .. q,:i r lOJ_h, 1918', \,vhen his. platoon ·.va :a ce.ught in haa.vy art.illar ,7 
:1re, caus'ing: a •conoidcrable m;mb~- ofcaswltics, a lt}ioug li ordered to stay under 
:ov.er ,a.-s the s hell fire c,on t.inued vor.y· h eavy, Sergea nt , Ho ?;.:, unmir.dful of parsor~ l 
i;afety, went out and gf.ve s:plendi<i.?-ssista:-i.ce u.-i.til . ,wounded had be er. cared for a.11d 
.av&~ted. 

Pr iv~ ~e 1st Cla ss iffJl. ]ia.m F. Orr, co mpe:11,Y C, 9th Field Sigr,.a l 13at ta.lion 
Di splayui ,gr~r,,.:t cour&ge a 11.d. devo tiort to tluty in rr.aking; re.:pa i r5 on t~lephone 1 i ne 
f r .... m n·i~'l3 o ' olcck- :in the. mo,r nin,.,-; u n t ;il l a.t" in the, .ev,mi:1g, ov '3r a dista nc~ of three 
?,-:Uorr.ete r s 1 ~"' r k iru •vit iiout· rood and ,unde r s'ev e:re shell f i r e . 
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
MEDICAL RECORDS 

A wide array of medical records are found inside of the 
O.M.P.F.’s of individual Army veterans. 

LAPLOll!l' , Edward , Sgt ,, 

on July 20 , 1916 , noar Jloseoy on Paris-Soissons road IThile 
covor from heavy shellfire by H. E. Buried noaJ.• plaoe of 

I~or.mant: Sanda la , lliko , Cpl . , 
Co . Hq . 26th Inf . 

Homo : not givon . 

Signed: IVeotovol t , E. C., 
lot Lt., 26th Inf , 
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
MEDICAL RECORDS 

It is common to find medical documents detailing routine 
medical examinations, service related injuries, wounds 
received in action, and dental records among many, many 
other types of medical records. 

- ~ ... i:.~.1'·• 

,~ ---:~--f-

' , 7'/f--r 
----~--\a)o\ t._ 
,..,.. -// r -
...,.. Lj~ 

h1 ) Dn1c .. -.c"', .. ,a'0ctober 10_1 918 ~. 
(1:r} ecunci: Cl' -.0M11111ooomrre.Dd on Ship . 

(n)CAUHOl' A DM I UION . 

In:flumza : 

( ll~•TllCI' l) l9PQI ITI DN, 10-19 -18 • 
,1t) N U•lCl'ttCll'ITAl., l!TC~ 

USS ~OI!IAIID 

- • l,,,...._....,.--;;_.,._ 

OUlul.1•1)· 
·11 -,, ., ....... 4 .. ..... 

ICC ,-.., .. _._.._ 

(af&i.od 10 

Al.FOCISUSPfJ:TID 
rR OlNDITIONS 

='"Tres 2, Yes (a1 -
11• -•- NOT REQUIRED 
17.----i,ff<"',... 

9 Fel:n-u.,ry 1943-Excieion or cicatrixJ 
closW"e of skin over amoutation stump 
(General anesthesia GOE) . Time interven­
inc: 7! r.mnths . 
3 June 1943-Excision of scar tissue, 
distal end of stu11p (Spinal anesthe3iaJ 
procalne lOOngm, pontocaine 9mg111) . 
Time interveninz: About l year . 
Conveleocont furloush-4 Ila;' 1943 to~ 

Hoo ital 
,,. 'TJ.'lf'a to Lawson Gen Ho!lp Atlanta Ga for 
further obsn and. trea.trl:ent pp 11 SO #194 
Hq this otation dtd 19 July 1943, (c) 
u .... - 22 J~-----

Hallora.n General Hospital SI UY 
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
MEDICAL RECORDS 

Further medical documents (including inpatient clinical 
records) must be searched for within the separate military 
pension file of your Army veteran.  

"· . 

11'1 lei! , lio C 
t 

11118, llllod . 
l rOIPlth, 

Dta Uo te oow at ro o:r 

"'bc,to t-.. o,o 
l'\IIJ '!led h«ro•ltb 1 
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Official and handwritten correspondence is commonly found 
among the military service records of the Army O.M.P.F.  

O:Ufl:£AU 

TELEGRAM 
, I OVE:RNMENT RATES O FF I C IA L BUS IN ESS--G 

Thutl C . .Sb {6-2o-J,2) SPXEJJ 42-500 
o :Z01 Jis.~ l5 046 '.335 

UR '.JJ. Tl'I UL'I 

IIf..:• Kl iruCKY 

Y(XJ 'l'IIAI' l"ilE c, • : um D31':PLY n , J u .;ro 

F .> ',S Ill 1'Hi, &'tI~ISII lS~ l • PY 

ILL 00 DIA 

ffiOO.'lIBS REPO,.TS 

LTV 
Copies F\t~ni~hcd : 

.ass .1c.J all 

YOO. "' 

1.S 

Casualty Section . :IDT ,. BJ',T'fl,E CJ,SU1,LT'f 

DEPARTMENT 

AGO 

sr, ,,, .liar 

IGLY S3.u~•:;~ 
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
CORRESPONDENCE 

For example, if you are 
researching a WWII Army 
veteran who was killed 
in action you might 
find telegrams and 
letters from the war 
department to the Army 
veteran’s family 
notifying them of their 
loved one’s death.  

OFFICIAL BUSINESS-COVE!lMMENT RATES 
PTT GAADI( SPXPCN 

:ti, 17 JOLY U .2aXl2l.- Z-S 

!Zlru 1>l.S1"!lUSD -r:, l1D'tllM y,;u t.~~,n JtUUT ,1; rr ntt?rS.D n.1.T. 

•AI.ur::m r:rt:: n: 

L~f'UO 

_----ADJUTANT YENERA\. 

D N WRl<R""' 

NJ 201 m,,cn, C<rmllu8 M. 
l'C:-111'1'0096 

i.-o •. llco• A, B1 
1' 3riA_,,,. 
lbn>t '.lphr&Sa, 

-----m-
!bll 

!nvhieh l"" V 

Pr1ffte c-
- npal"te4 26-..i.1SJ1o,. 

I 
reoetnaa-.11 
to~Joi. 
u noe1,edat 
Yithaolt dalaJ• 
11t1nti:a, IY1 
tr<atlloclate 

ID;>. 
allotl,enta ah 
1Dtll.-

lll>OloRn 
llullatin c,f 

':.:J./JJ,,;i~i:lJ ~w@ .n,.:'A!.ti,ti DIVI3Itt; 
c:,.::100 ~t t-he CllQ.;"tl...,1n 

:rJX-0 . tO~C~~ • Sil.Lon 
15 T!1l.t<c;l 1.'t"~J!UO 
l.tt . · "..!lrolc... t How J'orooy. 

Dcill· ~-~ • .J!liaa:u -­

A. P. O. J) 

a:; ti!& ti"° t,,u roc~ivo th:1'> latter :,,,11 .•111 h&\•e i,,Jan 
,:;,ot11'1ud 1,. • oho at 1tW1 of :,,r.i.r con bnc boot.I <ul'.?l""~ l"rai 
l.11.n"l..-,,_; rn Mticn ~o 1':lll.c<l In A.Ot1on "" ot :!~ i:,,,-cll 1~4,. 

./J.rl.7 .:.u the lDr~ at t..tv t dato , l"OU:..' oo.o: 1 n o, anl:u 
\;...;. .,t , llli: .. to oroG3 the RU.ine R1VOr.. A vary h v:;- on 
o.rt!..Uecr.,· uarl.·uc<.1 e.;;;l(,, iJl tl1Ui. U"OUnd tho vlQ1n1ty whar, tl.') 
ca...'-' ,. a n;.:iW1blin;: juat. prior to tho ti:,() th•t 1t ttto to 
a.ttc:irt thd ir--orit:1!.r,..... ·!UlY 04SU(tlttoe ,;ooro n-:\rtl:•L,.~; c.:,:i.c: 
thal:1 \/, n ~"O'Jl" uun. 

At'tor tllo ornimirlr our Ul11t i:mn,4 r 1 Uy ,toJ'\7:,;r t an1 
aovon,l ot the o~suD.1.llioc r ..... .1-0 11ct'r4 e:1 "::\!.ordJ:ti'' !n ec!.ion." 
untH .. ~1n1t" nrooi' or tlloir doothll ,,er0 <Dtllbll.n:lcd. 

Yow.• con ;m,.a bur.1.0d 1n ttw bc'lutit'u.l u. $ . 1 lli-t~ O;Uc­
tcry at Hcnsh01Jil 1 Oom,,my: Plot T, no-:, r, nud c::-~'\"ft 27"';1. 

I mo-,, tb.'lt tho looa or th.io can 1o l:ccnlr tclt ~ .• ou ond 
t!int. t,hc.1·0 no-.: le a vao:mt c .. ..ot in ,0,.11' lire . :{o\,i.;Yor, ..._.,., • 
rel;• on tho >:;0;2iac1J ot our Lol'll tllot Ho 1,:tll co lfort ,~ anll 
3unt'lln ua ln the !lour or our gre~tost noo~ . ··-, r.w .!vo 
S;,tch ht:l 1. 

By 1aomaand or Brlgadhl" Oenenl sgrrow 
Ouual t.1 Bra noh, VD AOO. 
OuU11lt7 Bnnoh, llq 003. 

Youra clnor.1-0 , 
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
CORRESPONDENCE 

If family members wrote 
back to the war department 
asking for the deceased 
veteran’s belongings or 
inquiring about how exactly 
they died, these unofficial 
letters would have also 
been placed in the Army 
O.M.P.F. along with any 
response the family 
received. This is just one 
example of the various 
types of correspondence 
which can be found among 
the military service 
records of the Army 
O.M.P.F.’s.  
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
Veteran’s Vital records 

Proof was often required to determine benefits eligibility 
for both Army veterans and their beneficiaries.  
It is common to find marriage licenses and birth 
certificates among other vital records in the O.M.P.F.’s 
of Army veterans. 

Qlertifiratr of :ilarriagr 

· ~{ ~ r1unu·k, ~ 950 

~,\'l . . ~ a!lfu rd1 gf 

ffet. J\11tl1011g 

~~it~!1Db? ~ jllJ~~)J!df~ijrdllJJ 
1n• ..... MaJi aot1'l o. 

~cl:D ~ •Mar b, ,!B-a .. 11,lfuullL 

<tffirj, C@atfcJ d"t " ,,,t/,c"lc o/ 1,-,d J,,J /m, ,'/r,I ,,,,I,{ 

tty Qllerl f tl1e Qlity of Nrut 
ltwni,r. /Jr 1m111tJ o . • , ~ ¥ ml () ,naJ 

" _.;,~:__.;..><:_,..,,....:::;_--,;,... /,',me o/fto/JJt(ma/ «lle1lfla1l•~~:..Lf~~· 

./ ""'"fl. ,kJ:'!_~!!-<.,~ .///;u(k1t 1m111e{-✓//4t/4 ·~"/@'k-~:,c;.■ 
!Jf....w - 9-'~ .,.;rv 

1ft;: 
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
Insurance Documents 

Life insurance and beneficiary documents can highlight 
important details on the Army veteran’s life outside of 
the Army.  
These records typically include information about the 
veteran’s next of kin, their dependents, their addresses, 
birthdates and more. 

Rdati-bip ••• J!g,thar~.......... Addrcu._.(NU91~~~~~nf'i:ut~-1t{olQ', ~ OC' POliloOoe ) 

p__, tobenatilied.in eu..rl ~ • ..L.ena.!&DrJEL..Gala.ta •••. --·--··tN;.;.1t,·toll•"> ______ ._■_■_■_■_■_■_■_■_-.. 

Rdl~ip -~~ • .ii"fiata)""" Addttu __ (~~L9~~....;..i..5l~nr!l:Z~&wf!J·--r1iY;t;;;;~-~-.~,-~, ... ~w~~~-=~-----

.... 
l/nduthe!Kffllilma!Lth.KtrlCm;ttut. 

i. None __ ·--··-··----·---------{n,llmaui•r"ia.;u"" .. ~«11ai.11c1oa1. 

•1. •••••• None~------•---------■---••••••••••--"I"'------------.. 
•1 ·---------·•-N:,;o,;_n•:'---==----=~-===··---· 
Inthice ...... telmy luVU\111owiclowar-child. ullie.rd«cuebelan ~tii madr. l ti,_ 

nunc, rdationthip,.and~1re ,ho""1bclw: 
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
DISCIPLINARY Documents 

Many of the veterans who served during the major wars of 
the 20th Century were still in their teens. This means 
that immature hijinks and minor military infractions were 
common- and the punishments are normally well documented 
inside of the veteran’s Army personnel file. 
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
DISCIPLINARY Documents 

Some of these are comical while others led to serious 
consequences for individual Army veterans. 
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
DISCIPLINARY Documents 

Criminal offenses were tried before a military tribunal 
and while some details of these crimes may appear in the 
Army OMPF the official charges and transcript of trial 
were maintained in a separate courts martial folder. These 
courts martial trial transcripts are also available for 
research at the National Archives. 
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
Report of separation 

When an Army veteran was released from active duty they 
were provided with a separation document which summarized 
their military service. This document is often referred to 
as: the honorable discharge, report of separation or 
DD214.  

DANI P1CHIT 
- , ·- cHAR.1 
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
Report of separation 

This Army report of separation provided a basic overview 
of the veteran’s service and signified honorable 
separation from the Army.  
After the war when a veteran applied for military benefits 
they were expected to provide a copy of this document as 
proof of honorable service and discharge. 
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 

Keep in mind that in this presentation we have covered the 
most common military service records found in the Army 

O.M.P.F. Since every Army veteran’s military service was 
unique to their experiences each Army personnel file will be 

unique as well. You may find that your Army veteran’s 
O.M.P.F. contains much more than what we have featured here.  
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’s 
The only way to discover exactly what military service 

records are contained in your veteran’s Army O.M.P.F. is 
to order their records. Visit us at  

www.GoldenArrowResearch.com  
to get started researching your veteran’s  

military service today.  
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