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THE ARMY O.M.P.F.

This presentation provides an overview of the archival
military service records of 20th Century Army veterans,
also known as the official military personnel files or
O.M.P.F.’s, which are maintained at the U.S. National

Archives.
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THE ARMY O.M.P.F.

The military service records maintained within the Army
O.M.P.F. are essentially a collection of administrative
papers which document the service history of the
individual Army veteran.

e
ENLISTED RECORD AND REPORT DF SEPARATION
HONORABLE DISCHARGE

Slastes ¥ |88 arr 7es

¢ {PLACE X IN BOX INDICATING COMPON|
U Regular Amy. [ Notional Guard
{ United St
@nier Honorahle onditions = Amy of United States: N
fram the Armed Forees of the Wnited States of Am O For Regular Army units,
73 O For National Guard units, 5 Aug 44
(3 Selective Service and Training, i el

Eropean Theat¥s  pgrmom
v
- £ Regular Army Reserve—Active duty.
s :./{”:4",”/”{_:// {7 Enlisted Reserve Corps—Active duty,
: = % -~ -
UHM“::_“ e AHHU HI Il][‘ (l_[[l“lﬂ\l SERVICE RECORD

G i cavering period
: APR1

Lapel Dutton Insued
(84) ¥on Battle Trauma . other results of]

Fee tnttistons ome AR 303128 Tesazary Sarvige Raoard

O
MINE COPT (Ased o ot demmant e

WWW.GOLDENARROWRESEARCH.COM



THE ARMY O.M.P.F.
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THE ARMY O.M.P.F.

Today, these records can be viewed in person at the
National Archives. Access to these military service
records allow us to understand where an Army veteran was
and what they were doing during the war.
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THE ARMY O.M.P.F.

It is important to note that roughly eighty percent of all
Army and Air Force official military personnel files
stored at the National Personnel Records Center were

destroyed in a fire in 1973.
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THE ARMY O.M.P.F.

The remaining twenty percent survived; however many of the
surviving personnel files typically contain only fragments

of the original personnel files.
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THE ARMY O.M.P.F.

For this reason, it is often necessary to reconstruct the

service history of individual 20th Century Army and Air
Force veterans using other sources.
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THE ARMY O.M.P.F.

Despite the devastating 1973 fire there are still millions
of pages of military service records of individual Army
veterans at the National Archives which were rescued and
painstakingly assembled in the years after the fire.
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THE ARMY O.M.P.F.

This rescue process is ongoing and material thought to be
lost is identified daily. You may indeed find that your
Army veteran’s military service records are among those
whlch survived at leastwpartlally 1ntact.




ARMY O.M.P.FE.’S
ARCHIVAL VS. NON-ARCHIVAL

When service records of military personnel become
accessioned by the National Archives and are opened to the
public they are considered to be ‘archival’ records.
Currently, this process occurs 62 years after the final
date the veteran separated from the service.

SEFW'IEE.. :
IDENTIFICATION
HNUMBER
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ARMY O.M.P.FE.’S
ARCHIVAL VS. NON-ARCHIVAL

Non-Archival O.M.P.F.’s have not yet reached the 62 year
mark and are still held by the National Personnel Records
Center.
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ARMY O.M.P.FE.’S
ARCHIVAL VS. NON-ARCHIVAL

For the purposes of this presentation we are going to
focus on the historical military service records within
the O.M.P.F.’'s of Army veterans. These records are
maintained at the National Archives and they are
considered to be archival, or public domain records.

25 September 19L5,

PVT MCH GUN CO 326 INF 82 DIV
M AURET ANT A APRIL 29, 1918
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ARMY O.M.P.FE.’S
ARCHIVAL VS. NON-ARCHIVAL

The Army O.M.P.F. can provide an excellent resource for
both genealogists and those who are interested in
documenting the military service of individual 20th
Century Army veterans.
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ARMY O.M.P.FE.’S
ARCHIVAL VS. NON-ARCHIVAL

Let’s take a closer look at what records you can expect to
find inside of the Army O.M.P.F. if your Army veteran'’'s
military service records are among those with portions

which survived the fire.
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’S
ENLISTMENT DOCUMENTS

Military service records documenting the Army veteran'’s
entry into the service were placed inside of the Army

O.M.P.F. These records provide a wealth of information on

the individual Army veteran at the time of enlistment
including:
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’S
ENLISTMENT DOCUMENTS

P 14,

Date and place of birth

M r) R e T R
Haight . . ¢ 3 b Eree DRI Hair D

Complezion i

Physical description
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’S
ENLISTMENT DOCUMENTS

Race
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’S
SERVICE RECORD BOOK

The Army service record book is the heart of the Army
O.M.P.F. It condenses many important details on the
military service of the individual Army veteran into a
neatly compiled booklet.

ey

:Cn]nr or race e
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'\D Regular Army.  [] National Guard of the
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’S
SERVICE RECORD BOOK

The Army service record book was preformatted with
sections containing elements of the individual Army
veteran’s military service including enlistment, ranks,
basic training, units of assignment, qualifications,
performance, medals, battles and campaigns among other
events in the Army veteran’s military career.
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’S
SERVICE RECORD BOOK

The Army O.M.P.F. service record book went everywhere that
the veteran went and was updated throughout their time in
the Army.
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’S
SERVICE RECORD BOOK

One of the most important features of the Army service
book is the chronology of military occupational
specialties, or MOS, which were awarded to the Army
veteran throughout their career. The MOS is essentially a

code for a specific military job and thus tells us exactly
what the veteran was doing while in the service.

Pvt. | Basie Tng. AAF (521)
cpl. Etudent (629}
Sgt o« Alrplane Armorer=

Cumner

SPEC.
SERIAL

= ExssExallang ‘n"ilﬂ‘l-'ll:.','_g-.'-:a.'.. G=(kaal: F=Fair.
EFECIAT DUTY

WWW.GOLDENARROWRESEARCH.COM



ARMY O.M.P.E.’S
PROMOTION DOCUMENTS

Military service records detailing an advancement in rank
were filed in the Army O.M.P.F. when a veteran was
promoted. These records are important for tracking the
advancement of the individual Army veteran during their
military service.

17 April 1943: One (1) Officer ssslgued snd jolned from 16th Ordnance
Battalion per par. 1, S.0. 24, Hy. 16tk Ordnance Eo.
dated 16 April 1943.

S ne e 1) May 1943: lst Lt. CHARLES BRODER, Commanding Officer, appointed Cept.
WMIIITARY RECOE per par. 24, 3.0« 129, HED, dated 9 May 1943

| APPOINTMENT, PROMOTION, OB EEDT]
&UTHL‘HITI Tﬂ : DB 1. At beginning of period: One hundred and two (102) enlisted men
= Five (5) officers
2+ Fot inorease during Momth of April 1943:

Awmthority Initinls Diisty four (34) exlisted zen

3+ Net dsoresse during Month of April 1943:
Nons
— - 44 At ond of period (April 1943):
One hundred thirty six (136) enlisted men
Eight (8) officers

3 May 1943: Ons (1) enlisted man assigned and joined from 16th Ord. Ene
per pare 4, 5.0. 28, Hq. 16th Ord. Bm, dated 1 May 1943,

5 kay 1943: Two (2) enlisted men transferred to Cos B, 15th ord En per
pare 3, 5.0. 28, Hq. 16th Ord En, dated 1 ay 1943,

8 May 1943: Ona (1) ernlisted man transferred to Ordnance 0.C.Ss Aberdeen
Xda per par. 19, S.0. 123, EED, dated 3 May 1943.

9 May 1943: Ona [1) enlisted man assigned -n-! Josr. od from Schofisld
Replacement Depot, S.0. (Unknown'

one (1) musna muu:ema to 0rd, Sec. H.A.D. per
pars £7, S.0. 126, EHD, dated 6 May 1943.
10 May 1943: Ope (1) enlisted man hz-u-ta:-rea to Crdnange 0.C.S. Aberdeen
ud, per pere 19, 5.0 123, EED, dated 3 May 1943,
11 May 1943: lst Lt. CEARLES BRODER, Commanding Officer, mppoinmted Cept.
per par. 24, 5.0. 129, HED, dated 9 May 1943

21 May 1943: Ops (1) enlisted man transferred to 18th Fighter Squadron,
per pary 30, 5.0, 138, HED, dated 10 May 1943.

26 May 1943: Ons (1) enlisted man assigned and joired from 15th Ord. Bn.
per pere 1, 5.0. 34, Hq. 16th Ord. Bn. dated 24 May 1943,
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ARMY O.M.P.E.’S
MEDALS, CITATIONS,
AND COMMENDATIONS

Army veterans were awarded medals for conspicuous

gallantry in combat as well as for meritorious service and
good conduct.

_.Pvt oK, 10lstInd.
Fank. ganizmtiom,

SamaELEESREEAREE

INDIVIDUAL RECCRD OF DE .H.ATIDHEJ
AND CITATIONS
1 apply for Victory Medal with appropel

7o BE FILED WITH PERSDOMAL MILITARY RECORD,
service in the United States Army in Tt g . . -
Major operations par ted In (In

and reviewer.

S i e R .

YPEWRITER BY APPLICANT

ollowing is a statement showing decorations
29, DECORATIONS AND CITATIONS

AMER ICAN CAMPA TGN MEDAL
4£D

&

hthe case of the zhove named.

citations ]:h::rlu.[nu:l;g I.!Ll:l:-:i{-'.

(nsts

;. DECORATIONS AND CITATI

RICAN CAMP ] AR f ik t of havine been wounded
LE EASTERN CAMPAIGHN : A :

10=-23=18.
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ARMY O.M.P.E.’S

MEDALS, CITATIONS,
AND COMMENDATIONS

The Army created permanent citations for these awards and
placed the original paperwork within the Army O.M.P.F.
Medal citations often describe in detail what an Army
veteran did to distinguish themselves on the battlefield.

Lok \"\\ B

GENERAL CORDERS,
No. 77.

raber 30th, 1918,

Serzesant Jerry R. Hoge, Company C, 7th Enzineers
-2 the @fterncon of Novembder 10th, 1218, when his platcon was cauvght in heavy artillery
cire, causing a consilderzble mumbar of easual tics, altiouzh ordered to stay under
over as the shell fire contimied very heavy, Sergeant Poze, vmmindful of parsonal
ve gplendid a&ssistance watil wounded had been cared for and

1. The following officers «n
corduct in action;

safety, went out and gal
avatuated.

Private 1st Ciass William F. Orr, Company C, 9th Field Signal Battalion
Jdisplaycl ereat courage snd devetion to duty in making repairs on telephone line
o in the morning until late in the evening, over & distsnce of three

from nine glclc
workineg without food and under severe shell fire.
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’S
MEDICAL RECORDS

A wide array of medical records are found inside of the
O.M.P.F.’'s of individual Army veterans.

i M
jY "
-
qe 26th nf, . N \
1st Division LAPLONT, Edward, Sgt., 55610
¥illed on July 20, 1918, near Messey on Paris-Soissons road while
;ak%gg cover from heavy shellfire by H, E, Buried nesr place of
o8 -
Informant: Sendale, Mike, Opl., 55796
Co, Hg. 26th Inf,
Home: not given.
Signed: Westevelt, B. C., o
1st Lt., 26th Inf, il
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ARMY O.M.P.E.’S
MEDICAL RECORDS

It is common to find medical documents detailing routine
medical examinations, service related injuries, wounds
received in action, and dental records among many, many
other types of medical records.

=
s 3rd Temd UPPER TEETHS
4 ¢ soue RigHT

BERER AND .
o DR 7 1
! EAR, NOSE: - 87 68543211329,

LTI

(s) dated 10 August 45

1, Found, pemstrasting, leg, lsft,
provizel thind, medinl purfaces
severe, incurred in cozbat 9 Febru-
g ? A ery 45 cn Lusca shea patieat wap
- strock by ehell fragzants, hesled
2, Forelgn body, retalned, posterior
to distal end of laft fesur, modar-
sts, secondary to dlagnomin f1 { o et
3. Abeoass, scute, suppurative, leg, |“
left, proxizal third, seccadary to |
diagnoses fl and #2, bealed
4, Fistula, chromlcy lej, left,
rroximal third, secoadery to diag=
nosis §1, healsd
5, Verrucn, thusb, left, dorsum,
rate, caass undsterained, healed !,

SR e e = cause usdeterained, isproved 21 Bow. .
duty (Commandf esber 43 -
Tu Myosltlo, uhramlcy legy left,
proxizal third, recurrent, )anto,

I L

ak sacndary ta diagnosis #1. (b

: : 1y 2 39 % 3 6 end T Tes
T [ aooex . [ ] 3 d s ©BD, per AR 615-361, due to

|
diagnosis nuaber 7 above ] i A “"ELEEWg‘uswtgrn BY
| 5 TEI

21 Royesber & 5 ESTORABLE

NG NATURAL TEETH by 3¢ &7 7

- [REPLAC
G0 s Tt ErLcen sy

Eosapital Qemter, Oanp Carson, Colo.

i WD AGO

iy WIS X1 o 751

recbict of this revieiea "
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ARMY O.M.P.E.’S
MEDICAL RECORDS

Further medical documents (including inpatient clinical

records) must be searched for within the separate military
pension file of your Army veteran.

G (T
——— @
@ ©
& DOCTOR'S PROGRESS NOTES
4 (Sidn all notes)
CLINICAL RECORD
Gay, 571

HESPITAL EAY AFDEAY,

TEMPERATURE—PULSE—RESPIRATION

te
I
rt.
T
et
nt
h
v

e

Homg,
Ol semmammamon mare

16.0-10 [ sruirocn's

=T
Bnsor L Do foLoE|

L3 aianid siirne
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’S
CORRESPONDENCE

Official and handwritten correspondence is commonly found
among the military service records of the Army O.M.P.F.

.- FraM _‘{'"3'__"7
TEITEG RAM

OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES

BUREAU

AT 200 N 6=26-42) SFXEB 42

AL UNLITED STATES
ATTINGLY S

ITH - (EOH

W AAFUTATION OF 1
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’S
CORRESPONDENCE

For example, if you are
researching a WWII Army
veteran who was killed
in action you might o RN
find telegrams and '

letters from the war

department to the Army 1a vtk you v

Privete Carnoli]
been repcrted

veteran’s family R,
notifying them of their e

without delay.

Corneliuvs M.

T DIVISY

Dear Mrs. Sincn

loved one’s death. ' Eﬁﬁf;

Porm
duwring this pe

1 Inclosure
Bulletin of

L e A
Assistant Divislon Cha

By 'command of Brigadier General SEXTON
Casualty Branch, WD AGO.
Oasualty Branch, Hq 808,

SniEL B T
4 ] ;
b N WERNER ;

GASUALTY BRANCH
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’S
CORRESPONDENCE

If family members wrote
back to the war department ; ;
asking for the deceased o - T S W e
veteran’s belongings or |
inquiring about how exactly
they died, these unofficial ’gﬁ%

letters would have also ybémw/mw/amMA44¢
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which can be found among

the military service
records of the Army

OOM.P.F. ,S.
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ARMY O.M.P.E.’S
VETERAN’S VITAL RECORDS

Proof was often required to determine benefits eligibility
for both Army veterans and their beneficiaries.

It is common to find marriage licenses and birth
certificates among other vital records in the O.M.P.F.’

of Army veterans.
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’S
INSURANCE DOCUMENTS

Life insurance and beneficiary documents can highlight
important details on the Army veteran’s life outside of
the Army.

These records typically include information about the
veteran’s next of kin, their dependents, their addresses,
birthdates and more.
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’S
DISCIPLINARY DOCUMENTS

Many of the veterans who served during the major wars of
the 20th Century were still in their teens. This means
that immature hijinks and minor military infractions were

common- and the punishments are normally well documented
inside of the veteran’s Army personnel file.

1, As a result of an investigation it has beem mscertained to
my satisfaction that offenses cognizable by me under the 104th
Articls of War have been committed by you.

2. The nature of such offenses is that you have committed
ssrious traffio violations in the operation of a goverrment vehicla.

3. I propose to impose punishment under the 104th Article of
Par for these offenses unless trial by court-martial for the mam 1s
demanded by you. JMAscordingly, you are dirested to acknowledge receipt
of this commmication by indorsement through the proper charmels and
to include in your indorsememt any demmnd for trial you wlsh to make,
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’S
DISCIPLINARY DOCUMENTS

Some of these are comical while others led to serious
consequences for individual Army veterans.
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To be dishonorably dischirged the service, to forfeit all pay and
allomancos dug or to b.come 1LJ.1:, and, to be confined at hard lsbor, at such
place us the previewing ELLt-l'J.EJI‘J.L" et Jr L.lrn_r;t for five yvars. (Two previous
convictions considered),
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’S
DISCIPLINARY DOCUMENTS

Criminal offenses were tried before a military tribunal
and while some details of these crimes may appear in the
Army OMPF the official charges and transcript of trial
were maintained in a separate courts martial folder. These
courts martial trial transcripts are also available for
research at the National Archives.

WAR CRIMES OFFICE

RETURNED
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Judge Advocate General's
Office
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GCOURT-MARTIAL RECORDS
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’S
REPORT OF SEPARATION

When an Army veteran was released from active duty they
were provided with a separation document which summarized
their military service. This document is often referred to

as: the honorable discharge, report of separation or
DD214.
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MILITA: “ RECORD AND RE!
CERTIFICAT &

ENLISTED RECORD AND REPORT OF SEPARATION
HONORABLE DISCHARGE
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

DD FORM . 214 AT of 1l s, ARMED FORCES OF THE'UMITED STATES
1 HOW ES { ' = REPORT OF TRAMSFER OR DISCHARSE
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ARMY O.M.P.F.’S
REPORT OF SEPARATION

This Army report of separation provided a basic overview
of the veteran’s service and signified honorable
separation from the Army.

After the war when a veteran applied for military benefits
they were expected to provide a copy of this document as
proof of honorable service and discharge.
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ARMY O.M.P.E.’S

Keep in mind that in this presentation we have covered the
most common military service records found in the Army
O.M.P.F. Since every Army veteran’s military service was
unique to their experiences each Army personnel file will be
unique as well. You may find that your Army veteran'’'s

O.M.P.F. contains much more than what we have featured here.
R—
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ARMY O.M.P.E.’S

The only way to discover exactly what military service
records are contained in your veteran’s Army O.M.P.F. is
to order their records. Visit us at

www.GoldenArrowResearch.com

to get started researching your veteran’s
military service today.
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