WEADSIATERES D.0.2
SINZTY.SDLTH MMALANCNT GXOUP {ii) ARY AIR FORGAS
Uffice of Combnt Intelligmce
APQ 559

7 Fedbrusry 15US.

SUWECT:t  Repors om Sreis/danlfeld Hission, 6 February 1345

X i Commsnding Ufficer, 9hth Somdardment “row (H), ¥, A'C 553.

"4
1. The Gth Groun dlaspatched thirty-eight (38) afc inciuding thrae {(w
FFF afe, w form the 96tha “A", 3" and "0" Squndroms, Which wore imad, high
undi low resectively, of the 15ih B Combat Groun, attacking two 2005 Y FIT
technique. W J6th A" atinciad the comsmionitcis mad indnsiriel cenier of
Orale ?;Dlmii-lﬂﬁz) sdsh 96%h "3" dropping on the "A* Sguedron. 96th O
attadked the somminications nnd indngtrial soater of ianlfeld.

3. “aa 968" A" Jquadrem dispatch & twslve (12) afe, including eme {1
s (Gang FITT, MRl oo Madgp NWALTER D as Seusdron Corander.
slswen (11) 2/c attagked Gpeir ap @ o0 aT.08 froa 24,300 faret dv ]
500 GF bembs. #/C +157 (Le AWVis, 1375h) mvorted 3 miles Ni of bmse deomn
of mecheniesl fatlar. ~nd rewmraed its bombs: %o bass.
The 36th 92" Squadron diepaschad thirteem (13) n/z, ineluding ome
(1) F7F ofe, #3929 (Iy WUELIY, 337t} Ath Captain LWID as Squadron Commander. .
Zlaven (11) n/c atisacked dreiz 2t 1118 hours from 26,100 feet, drop-ing 110 x
570 38 vowhs. AfC <773 (I¢ JUNES, TITth) =borted ai 3206 150) dus %o
2xygsn frilure and veturned i%s bombs. A/C #929 (Lg BGKILY, 317th) oculd net
join our formati v, Wt joined the LiTth Group and bembed 3he towm of Chemnits,
the masizred last resors target.
The 96th "0" iquadren dspatched thirteen (1) o/0, including ome
(1) *¥% afs, ¥171 (Umpt. FELIS, 413th). ‘‘welve {(12) ajc attagked Saslfeld at
1178 hours from 72,500 feet droppimg 12C x 500 OF dombs. A/C #687 (Lt HelOTY,
338th) could not cmten our formation But tacked on t2 the 135th Grou~ which
bombed Chesmits.

3. The briefed course was flovn with minor deviaticus %o FPLN.0QTE,
The formation then Tlew fyom 5 to 10 milse to the south nnd weet of course %o
Oora (50617052 uhich wig uesd se the IF to Jomd 0 at Creis {(503EH.12062).
S the sute Back the original briefed course for vithiruwml wee devinted from
5 to 20 milen to the nmorth and east, unttl (5025808252} =t vhich point the
originel Briefed course was rejoined and fo'lowed dack to base. A chanse ia
course tranenitted W WF providing for a southern withdmval wes not afopted.

Y. PBomding was done by PFT teebnique wioh unobserved remlis. The
¥iekey Uperator of each squadron balieve the bemds to hawe hit ia center of
engh town attacked.



Cont'a.

AAnA ge.

Fernrt on Credz/ inplfa1d Hission,

io «/a wars smecunterad.

Flak wna spoountared ns foliows! .
53D ITS, entaring snemy COAAl Beagre, inasgurste and trecking.

i3 poparvaiions wra renoried.

s er ammors g very .pod. Yne a/g regsived maor battle
A11 nfg exesps mfo #31 (Lt HAYGREMAN, L13th) returned safely %o hase.

Yo inforeatim ia aved laWle 2t present on Lt. MAYORLL wnc grew.

PRLYSEOY O, DANZIGER,
Cprtatn, Alr Corps,
‘:»m‘l IL:.‘.



Hoins U ARTLRS ¢ O |
HINTY-SIXTH POEBARDSRT GROUP (M) 286y (IR PORCLS
Uffice of Comiat Intelligerce
: Ao Po O, 589 o N §

10 February 1945.
5] 4T: Report on Jena - Uottingen Misslon, 9 February 1945.
¢ : Commgnding Officer, 96th Bozmbardmen: Group (H) AAF, AP 559

1l The 96th Greup dispatched twenty-eight (22) a/e, ineluding a six
{6) a’c ehaff element, with four (4) FFP a/e attachod, and forming the 94th
"L% and " " Squadrons, to fly lesd and high in the 45th VA" Cozbat Group, leading
the 3d Air sivision. Because 9/10 cloud -over over the visisl primsry target,
sohlsn, was reported by wesiher a/c, it was decided to bamb the secondary, "eimar)
instead, Jena, a2 target of oprortunity, was attacked. (n the bomb run, the 452nd
"A¥ Squadron, which was flying low im the 4AS5th "A" Combat Group, was directly
ancer 96th "5' cuadron, forcing the "5" S-uadron te hold its bomts. The 96th
"s®* Louadron dropped its bombs with unobgerved resulis, and ths F5Lh "2 [saadven
went on to boab an ordnance depot, RN bridge and /Y couplex st Settingen with
good resalts. ;

2. The 96th "4" lquadron digp:teied thirteen
“mapt HARV.Y, 339th) with T+ "n) VIR pr gro.
7029 (Lt WESK, 413th) flying as depaty ioec. «ieven (11) a/c attacked at 1z.
heurs, dropping 110 x 500 Ols from 26,000 feet. 4/C 420 (Lt M2isoITH, 339th)
aborted st the “nzlish coast, and a/e 618 (Lt Ji WSON, 337th) sborted at 5138N-
J2L0E, ln both cases, due to mechanical failare; both a/c returned their bs
to base, _

(13) a/e, inclading one (1)

¥o a/c saffered battle damage.

3. The 96th "i5" Squadron dispatched fifteen (15) a/c, including two (2]
"FF afe, 7583 (Capt SRLIS, L13th) with Capt 1LIKINGER as squadron leader, snd
#370 (1t 2007, 337%%h) leading the six a/c chaf: element. Nine (9) s/c attacked
et 12432 hours, dropping 90 x 500 GPs from 26,500 feet. There were six chaff
a/c wiich dropped frem 27,000 feet to 25,500 feet, after pulling out of 96th ":*
at 5026H-1122k at 1212 hours. The chaff section flew over “eissr one to two
miles shead, amd,avout five miles to the left, of 968h “A" Squsdron. Chaff was
dropred for 15 minutes. Tall gunners could see moderate flak, apparently aimed
st the chaff. Tour of the six chaff ships suffered ainor battle damage.

L. Aifter crossing the Belgian eoast, the weather tuilt up to 10/10
cloud cover until Fulda wan passed, where large bresks anmi about 5/10 cloud
cover prevailei. The primary target was reported cowired over, hence, the
dqecision was msde to bomb the seco target; through an error, a target
of opportunity was chosen which had to 28/10 cloud cover, consisting of
large, billowy clouds. On retarn, deviations from brisfed roite were made to
avoid large clouds.

5. Ko e/a were emsountered.



Heport on Jena - Cottingen Miasion, 9 February 1045, (cont'd/.

6. Flak wes observed as followst
Welme ri-meagre, inacourate and barrage.
51008=0950E, 5020M-06UOE and Wiesbaden:-meagre, inaccurate =nd

hm.
Frankfurti- meagre, inaccurate snd barrage flak was seen dir-
acted at other groups.

7. ‘he following observations were reported:
At Stramuszfurt ¥/Y (51108.1100E) 4 locomotives and 2 train were
observed at 1730 hours, approachingz from the northwest.
20 barges were seen in Rheine at ROOUR=OTUOE at 1775 hours.

g. Fight-r sarport was very good.

9. All a/c dispatched returned safely to home bmse.

FRADERICK S. DAYZIGHR,
Captain, air Corps,
Group S=2.



ek
: HEAD QU ~RTERS D-H-1
NINETY-SIXTH BOMBARDMENMT GROUP (H) ARMY AIR FORCES
Office of Combat Intelligence
A. po 00 559

15 February 1945.
SUBJ5CT: Report on Chemnitz Mission, 14 Ferbmary 1945.
TO : Commanding Officer, 96th Bombariment Group (i) AAF, APC 559,

i. The 96th Group dispatched three squadrons (A, B and C) which flew
lead, hizh and low, respectively, in the 45th B Combat Group, to attack the
commmnications center of Chemnitz by the use of H2X.

2. The $6th "A" Squadron dispatched eleven (11) a/c, including one (1)
PFF a/c, #442 (Capt JENNINGS, 338th) with Capt MAIONEY as group lesder. £leven
(11) a/c attacked at 1246 hours from 25,000 feet, dropping L4 x 500 M17s, 64 x
500 s and 2 x Sky Markers. Three a/c received minmor battle damage. 4/C 2828
(Lt HALL, 413th) did not take-off because of engine failure on take-off,
The 96th "B" Squedron dispatched thirteen (13) a/c, including one (1)

- PFF a/ec, #015 (Lt SKGLTON, 339th) with Lt BOWLEY as squadron leader. Thirteen

(13} a/c attacked at 1247 hours from 25,500 feet, dropping 52 x 500 ¥l17s, 78 x
500 GPs and 2 x Sky Markers. Three a/c received minor batile damage.

The 96th "C* Squadron dispatched thirteen (13) a/o, inclading o-e (1)
PFF a/c, #583 (Capt HBATH, 338th), dropping 52 x 500 M17s, 78 x 500 GPs and 2 x
Sky Markers at 1243 hours from 25,000 feet. One a/c received major battle damage.

3. bBriefed route was flown with minor deviations, except at point near
" “*wgwgl to avold heavy flak fram Lipeeg where form-tinm ~den? 9
15 mile. norin of br.efed course aiu viwu .o, ..feu bomber stream. 1ae weau..r
was CAW to O6OOE, then 7/10 clouds to the target, where 10/10 undercast preveile#
and on back to 0620E, where clouds broke and westher was clesr tc bass,

L. No strike photoe are availab.e beczuse of clouds, but the dickey Uperua-
tor of the lead squadron believes that the target area was hit by the lead and
high squadrons. The low scuadron dropped its bombs 15 miles SW of the target on
the smoke bombe of two u/i squedrons, near Schneeberg (5036N-1234E, Mickey Pix).

5. At 1134 hours from 20,000 feet, an Me 163 was seen 18 miles east of
iwolle, coming straight up from below, just behind the formation; it went about
7,000 feet above and disappeared when a/c turned off power. It did not attack.

it 1312 hours another Me 163 was seen heading west ne:zr Plauen (5022N-
12255) behind the formation and 1,000 feet above. Vhen it was about a mile away,
it was seen to be pursued by eight P-51s, but it cut off its jet and disappeared.

6. Flak was as follows:

Kassel, Limburg, Prankfurt, Hoxter (5145N-0925E), Idstein (5014N-
J815E) and Usingen (5020N-0832E): meagre, accurate anmi tracking. _

Battle lime (5015N-0630E), Erfurt and at coast (5238N-O455E): meagre,
inaccurate and tracking.

Earlsruhe: meagre, inaccurate andi tracking; also two inasecurate rockets.

Koblens add Fiesbaden: moderate, inascurate and tracking.

Muhlhausen (5113Nwl029E): moderate, inaecurate, tracking ard barrage (to
right of course).

" ¥ g TR A
S ARNWTINR T RYET &



Cont'i. Revort on Chemnitz Mission, 14 Februery 19L5.

7. The following observations were reported:

4t 1415 hours from 22,000 feet, RR traffic was secn hezded toward
Frenkfurt from Fulda.

About 40 barges in Rhine, south of Koblenz.

A factory SW of Limburg, consisting of two large, flak new buildings.

At 5110K-04105 very black smoke from Osbend came up to sltitude,

At 1300 hours from 26,000 feet, 100 trucks were seen moving east at
5010N-1220KE.

p-51s were seen strafing enemy lines, the ¥/Ye at Oelsnitz (5025h-
12105) and truck convoy at 5020N-0850%, with good results.

Heavy traffic in 3#/Y near Colburg, but yards were empty st Friedburg.

An ordnance depot was spotted at S016N-OGLOE from 21,000 feet at 1430
hours.

Active K/Ys were noted at Giessen, Limburg, Sonneburg (50128-1110%) ,
Hof (5015M-1155%) and Reitsch (50178-1117%).

At 1430 hours one u/i B-17 was seen to burst into flames and fall apart
in the distance, near Frankfurt (50171-0817E) ; twe chmtes were seen,

8. A/C 686 (Lt LASSAK, 338th), 96th "B" Squadron, landed safely on the
continent to refuel before contimuing to home base. All other a/c returned safely
to home bass:

2/1t J. E. OAKES, navigstor on a/c 978 (Lt RHE:, L13ik) raceived a
slight arm wound from flak, >

9. Fighter support was very good.

PREDERICK S. D ANZIGER,
Captain, Alr Corps,
Gl'onp S5-2,



i HEA) JARTHERO
KINETY-SDITH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) ARMY AR FOR ko
Office of Conmbat Intellience
A, Pe C. 559

s=f=1

16 February 1945.

SI8JCT: Report on Cotttus Mission, 15 Fobruary 1545,

70 :  Comman ing Officer, 9oth Dombariment Group (H) aaF, AFC 559,

1. The 96th Group ¢ispatched three squadrons (4, B end C)
lead, hih ant low, respectively, in the k5th G Combst Group, to

which flew
attack the

corsmnic: tions center at Cottius by H2X with visual assists in squadron forwe—

tion .

2. The 96th "A" Squadron dispatched twelve (12) a/c, including one {1)
PFF afe, #7382 (Capt GMITH, 413th) with Major WPPERGON as group leader., Twelve

(12) afc attacked at 1202 hours froa 23,000 feet, dropping 120 x

500 GPs amd

2 x 5ky Marxers. Three a/c had major ani two minor battle danage. A/C 420
(Lt BOBRTS, 333th) was hit by flak over the target. It was last seen near

Liese, snd it reported that it hsd two bad engines md wes hezding for Brussels.

It is brlieved to be safe. A/C 687 (Lt TILLMAN, 335th) was also

hit by flak

over the target, and ten mimtes thereafter it reported two engines were out,

turning east and hesding for ths Rassiasn lines.

The 96th "B" Squalron dispatched thirteen (13) a/e, including one (1)
PRY a/e, #5239 (Lt "HITE, 337th) with Lt GULLIN as scuadron leader. Thirteen

(13} a/c attacked at 1204 hours frem 23,800 feet, dropping 130 x
2 x Sky Markers.

500 GPs and

The 96th "G Scumlron dispstched thirteen (13) ¢/c, including one (1)

PFY afe, #929 (Lt F.l. JONES, 339th). 311 a/e dispatched attneked at 1206 hours
froc 22,500 feet, dropping 130 x 500 GPs and 2 x Sky Markers. Fomr a/c received

E‘.i_fs"T '!\..;-_;-‘?',:,3_."

3, briefed course was flown with the excertion of slight deviations on
return over France to avoid crowiing in bamber streas. The weather wass clear
to the middle of channel, becoming /10 to 10/10 on into the target ani to the

vicinity of Frankfurt, ami from there back to base there were sc.
of clouds of 3/10 to k/lO.

-

ttered palchms

4. GStrike photos of 96th "A" end "B" Ucquadrons show concentrations of
burete at choke point on the eastern end of the &/Ys, about 3 mile south of the
assigned VPI, which was the ao;nphiul center of the city of Cottbus.

Strike photos of h "C* Squadron were cloud obscured

but their

bombs-away photograph was approxim-tely at the same point as those of 96th "aA"

and "B", whish indisates a pattem in the same general vicinity.

5. 4t 1518 hours st 51M4K-0331E an u/i twin-engine a/c was seen zig-

gagging for 15 mimtes, about 2 miles behind the formztlon; it finally headed

back east toward Germany.

At 1015 hmrlotml 20,000 feet a probable Me 163 was recognized by
its jet, climbing at 60" to about 30,000 feet over Dummer Lake and then dissp-

peared; it did not attack.

CONFIDENTIAL

L



Cont'd. Report on Cotttus Miscion, 15 Feb L5.

Just before the target at 1159 hours eight F© 190s with yellow noses
a1d black fuselages were secn at 3 o'clock lewel. Une o/a started to attack
but 1'=-51s appearei and they all peeled off and dove into the clouds.

e FPlak was as follows:

largat: moderale, accurate ami trackins; also 20 accurats rockets were
secn,

srfurt: meagre, inaccurate ami tracking.

Battle line {502BN-04325): meacre, insccurate ant tracking.

‘ahland: intense, dnaccurabe and tracking; alse 6 inaccurate rockets |
were geen, |

: miz: moderate, insecurate and tracking (off course to souih), J

Holzminden (S5150N-0928%), Frankfurt, Ureoden {(to enst of course : meugre,

inaccarnte ard tracking,

7. The fellowing cbservations Wers reported:
keblang apnaam to have a smoke screen,
it 1430 hours the /Y at Eoblenz was filled with goods wagons.
45 barces in ithine bslow Koblenz (5015807384,

. There were no casualties, and all 2/¢ returned safely to home base,
except the two s/e in Y6th "4 whieh are presamed to have landed on the tontineat
in friendly territory.

Yo Fighter support was very good.

PRIDERICK S. DANZIGER,

T Corps,
:fmup -*—2.



HEAD L ARTERS Deeliel
WINETY-SIETH BOMBAIOKENT GRour (H) Ay IR RORCE
Office of Cowiat Intelligence
Ae e Go 559

18 February 1945.
SIBJT: Aerort on lamm lilssion, 16 February 1945.
10 ¢ Commanding (fficer, 96th Dombariment Sroup (H) AiF, AFU 559,

1. The 96th Group dispatohed three sguadrons, "A%, "B” and "C*, whioh
flew legd, high ar< low, res ectively, in the 45th [ Cosbst Group, to attask the
“/Y at ‘lamem, Yermamy. Dombing wes by "Cat and Mouse" technigue with visual
assists, in squairen formatien,

2, The 96th "A" Sguadron tehed twelve (12) a/e, imcluding ene (
PR /e, #382 (Capt JEINIEGS, with Cagt SEE: ps group lesder. Tenm (10)
a/e stteciked st 1322 houprs from 22,800 feet, dropping L0
Lorkers. A,-'cwsmmm.smmnm;—nmwuuu

nser Oldensall, Holland ( ) at 1315 hours from 18,000 fest. &/C 978
(1t *I150%, A13th) turned beek and jettisoned its bosbe in the Nerth Sea at
§22001-0220E becsuse of msshanisal fellare. :

The 96th "B* Scuatron twalve (12) a/t, inelading one (1)

PFT /e, #171 (1t RICKIEY, A13%h) Capt LIOY) ms squadron lesder. Hleven

o/ sttasked at 1322 hours frem 23,400 feet, dropping 132 x S00 GPs and 2 x
Sky sdavkers, A/C 210 (I& §AMES,337th) Sayned besk at SAMAR-OL3ES md Jettisoned
its bonbe in the Herth Sep at 52255-02015 bessues of mschanisel failure. In
adiition, a/e &UT of i e A52nd Croup attacked with thi= sguadron.

B C® Sgmadron O ' ¢ vy (12) lfh irelodins one (1)

PIF a/e, #929 (L& DAY, AlSth). Meven (.i) a/v sbbtasked eb I3&2 lwic suw-
22,500 feet, dropping 132 = 500 s sod 2 x Sky Maskers. AL 513 (it HisxIxs,
339th) tarmed back at SAASK-OS2E and Jettisomed its the
becaise of mechanieal failure. In addition, a/e 143 of the A52nd Group stteeked
with this squadron.



Cont'd. HReport om lasm Mission, 16 Feb 45.

6, Flask was as follows:
Target: moderste, sccurate, tracking end barrage; also four accurate
Munster amd Osnabruck: moderzte, insccurate and tracking.
Bislefeld: meagre, inasccurate ani tracking.

7. The following obserwptions were reported: :
75 to 100 barges and 1 freighter moored at igmond (5239W-04381) at 1356
bours frem 10,000 feck.
Hesvy, black smoke from bombing was noted at Osnabruck. _
hree colamns of caoke Were seen several thousand feet sbove Dortsmnd

At 1315 hours froz 18,000 feet, Rheine K/Y was full with abat 150
freight ears.

in ordnance depot was located 55 of Assen, Holland (5254K-06368).

ummmummhmmwzﬂaﬂ-u.

At S2038-0810E, at 1329 hours, one B-17 from the 452nd Group was seen
rmza,worutuumhmm.mssmum.nm
muumo;mmmnmmamm-mmsm.,-"omu-s
to sight in the rear.

4, There were no cssualties or losses, all a/e retarning safely to hose
base.

GYO8.

“, Pighter sipport was not enccuntered until after the target.

PRESERICK S, DANZIOIR,
Captain, Al> Corps,

Sroup S=g.



HEAD B ARTERS BEETEY
KINETY=-SIXTH DOMBAR M MT GRoUP(; ARMY AIR FIRCES
Cffice of Combrt Intelligence
Ae Pe Do 559

18 February 1945. \
30Tt Feport on Frankfurt Mssion, 17 February 1945.
10 : Commanding Officer, 96th Bombardment Groap (H) AAF, AFC 559.

i. The 96th Group -ispatched two squadrons, "4" and "B, which flew lead
and high, respectively, in the 45th & Combat Oroup, to stiack the v/Y at Frank-
furt. Hombing was done in squsdron formstion, 96th "2* ueing H2X Sechalous with
visual gssists and 96th "B" using HE technicue. ;

2. The 96th "i" Souadron dis;atehed thirtesn (13) a/c, inclading two (2)
FTY a/c, (704 (Capt HARVEY, 339th) with Col, NOL4H es group leajer, and .583
(Lt HOORE, 323th) flying as deputy léed. Twelve (12) 2/c attacked =t 1223 hours
from 22,000 fact, dropping 240 x 250 3P tombs amd 2 x Sky Markers. /T 703 (Lt
DAVIS, 337th) acortel over the base due te mpehanical failure, jettisoning its
bombs in the North Sea, about 40 miles east of Seuthwold.

The 96th "B" Squadron dispatched twelve (12) a/c, including one (1)

VFF a/s, #015 (It SILLIVAN, 338th) with Capt LEININGER as equadron leader. All
a/c dispatched attacked Frankfurt (the squadron proper at 11593 hours) froa
e s e seeeedng 240 X 250 GP bombs and 2 x Sky Markers. Of the twelve (12)
/€ BLLECKL o i fauafllt, a/c 952 (Lt HAYGEMN, w1, afe 427 (14 STil i, «. W)
and a/c 633 (Lt WIISON, A13th) bombed with the 390th Fomb Greup, asd a/c 8618
(Lt HAMLIN, 413th) and a/c 38618 (It LARSEN, 333th) bombed with the 486th Bomb
Gmp- _;'. ;

3, The 96th "A" Squadyen flew the tiriefed course to 0600Z. The formation
then diverged 20 miles to seuth of course befors the IP. FBriefed IF was mede
good and the briefed course, with minor devistions, was flown on returmn. The
36th "B" Saqu flew the briafed course to the IP. ifter Lombs away, a lsft
tarn of about was made. The formation then went about 20 miles to the north
o Prankfurt, taming left and passing 4 miles scuth of Koblens. Briefed course
was then deviated from to the morth-northeast for a distance of 2 to 10 miles
until leaving the enemy coast. ~ \

The weather was 10/10 umdercast with occasional breaks before the IF
and after the target. From the IP to target, it was 5/10 to 7/10 undercast.

L. Strike photoe for 96th "A" Squadron are ¢loud-obscured, but the Mickey
Uperator believes that the bombs fell in the center of Frankfurt. Strike photos
of~96th "i" Squadron show results to be falr.

5. No e/a were encountered.

6. Flak was as follows: ;
Target: moderate, accurate and tracking. 15 to 20 ground rockets were
observed from the target to iP.



